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Abstract

We are entering a new era of education characterised by increased decentralisation, an increase in the powers being given to schools and the suggestion that greater responsibilities will be given to professionals. How could this shape a new vision for CPD? Building on the reconceptualisation of the advanced practioner as an “authorised” teacher (Sorensen and Coombs 2009) this paper explores the notion of an authoritative professional from two perspectives. Firstly it locates the “authorised” teacher in a historical context, rooted in the traditions of action research.  Secondly it considers the future implications of this concept in relation to current notions of a self-improving school system (Hargreaves 2010). 
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